
 
 

 

What can my child look forward to on their learning journey 

at St Nick’s? 

Ethos: 

• Values are at the very heart of all learning and embedded into all that we do 

 

St Nick’s Team: 

• Experienced, dedicated, caring and highly skilled staff who are passionate about their jobs, and 

determined to offer the very best holistic education to your child 

• A well established, experienced, dedicated and active Governing Body who are committed to 

ensure that your child receives the very best Nursery and Primary Education 

• Specialist teachers for Music, Forest School, French, Physical Education and Philosophy for 

Children ‘P4C’ 

• Pastoral support team, including staff fully trained in children’s mental health first aid, and 

supporting children who have experienced trauma 

• Highly skilled, dedicated and supportive ‘HSLW’ Home School Link Worker 

• Wrap around care facilitated by our St Nick’s staff, so the adults are familiar and known to the 

children attending both our breakfast and after school clubs 

 

Curriculum: 

• Our creative curriculum offers an enriched learning experience that is accessible to all our 

pupils.  Individual pupils’ passions, interests and needs are always taken into account when 

tailoring our curriculum for the pupils in our care.  

• Outdoor learning is vitally important to us at St Nick’s, and we are very fortunate that our 

school is set in extensive grounds 

• ‘P4C’ Philosophy for Children is embedded into our curriculum, and is interwoven with our 

school values and ethos.  P4C has so many benefits.  Not only does it contribute to improving 

children’s speaking and listening skills, and their academic achievements, it also contributes to 

developing emotional awareness, social development, critical reasoning skills; having a deeper 

understanding, and being more tolerant in regards to other peoples’ perspectives and points 

of view.   

• ‘RWINc’ Read Write Inc is a high-quality phonics scheme.  This fast-paced, rigorous and 

structured phonics programme developed by Ruth Miskin, helps get every child reading with 

fluency, accuracy, understanding and skill. 

• Core stories – each year group has a bank of core stories that they use as a stimulus for their 

English lessons throughout the year.  These high quality books combined with our ‘storytelling’ 
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approach inspire, stimulates and support and improves children’s speaking and listening, 

reading and writing skills. 

• Making reading irresistible – reading, reading, reading!  We cannot stress enough how 

important reading is!  We embed reading into all areas of the curriculum. 

• Maths mastery - is about children acquiring a deep, long term secure and adaptable 

understanding of the subject.  All children can achieve mastery in any maths lesson as it is 

when they have a solid understanding of the maths topic being taught.  They are then ready to 

move onto the next step of deepening.   

• Mindfulness and wellbeing - a child’s wellbeing is so important to enable them to be ready to 

learn.  We encourage the children to develop skills to ensure they are happy, healthy to equip 

them with a ‘can do’ attitude and foster a lifelong love of learning. 

• Life skills - Alongside the academic work, we also ensure that the holistic education we offer is 

equipping the children for the world of the future, and the life skills they need to survive!   

• Pupil Voice - Your child will have the opportunity from Year 1 upwards to put their name 

forward to be their class representative on the School Council, ECO council and St. Nicks’ 

Houses of Parliament. 

• Zones of regulation is a framework designed to foster self-regulation and emotional control.  

This approach is used throughout the Nursery and school, we have helpful visual displays in 

every classroom, and the language is used consistently by the whole school community. 

• Computing: every child from Y1 upwards has access to a chrome book, which they use to 

enrich their learning experiences.  Every class from Nursery upwards, has an interactive 

whiteboard that the teacher and children use to enhance their learning experiences and equip 

them for this technologically advanced world we are living in.  Internet safety is an important 

part of our Computing curriculum.   

School grounds: 

• Newly developed Forest School onsite, fire pit and den building. 

• Newly built ‘MUGA’ (Multi use games area) 

• Newly developed Early Years Garden with brand new play equipment and sandpit 

• Four separate outside playgrounds with trim trails, quiet areas, and space to run around for 

Early Years, Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2, and our ‘CIRB’ (Communication and Interaction Resource 

Base) 

• Sensory Garden 

• Sports field 

• Eco hut for outdoor learning 

• Gardening area for classes to grow fruit and vegetables in raised beds and in our polytunnel 

• Orchards to grow fruit 

Facilities: 

• Main hall for dining, productions, assemblies and school events 

• School kitchen where hot lunches are cooked freshly on site every day (with 3 options 

available to choose from, special dietary needs catered for, and a range of fresh fruit, salads 

and freshly baked bread) 

• Sports hall  

• School library 

• Music room 

• Wellbeing Room 

• Sensory room 

• School mini bus 
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• Larder: in our school foyer, we have a well-stocked larder of food and toiletries items, that are 

generously donated by our parents and carers, and weekly deliveries from the wonderful 

‘Oxford Food Hub’.  These items can be taken free of charge for any of our families who need 

them.   

Enrichment activities: 

• Wrap around care at our Breakfast club and After school clubs – with a range of activities 

offered each day, run by familiar known adults in our school hall and grounds.  (Places 

guaranteed.) 

• Early Years children have their own separate club that takes place in their EYFS Unit and 

garden, facilitated with familiar known adults. 

• Staff run an array of exciting enrichment clubs each term, including activities such as: chess, 

cricket, yoga, art, girls football, athletics, maths, computing, cooking, scrabble, nature, 

gardening, hockey, netball, creative writing, homework, and book club! 

• After school enrichment clubs run by specialist teachers termly including: gymnastics, football, 

ceramics, karate, art, drama, dance and club energy. 

• Oxford University Students run enrichment clubs in an area of expertise.  These clubs in the 

past have focused on able reading, creative writing, maths mastery, coding and science. 

• Our very own St Nick’s Orchestra – where children who are learning or have mastered an 

instrument can join and perform as an ensemble to the school, parents and even venture out 

to entertain members of the local community including residents of the local care home 

• Rock Steady – where children can learn to play the electric guitar, keyboards, drums, vocals 

and perform to a live audience, in their very own band! 

• Oxford music service teachers – where your child can learn to play an array of instruments 

including: violin, viola, cello, keyboards, piano, flute, trumpet, cornet …. to name but a few! 

• Residential trips to Hill End Outdoor Education Centre in Oxford, Kingswood Camp in the Isle of 

Wight and Yenworthy Lodge in Devon. 

• Days out locally and nationally, to enrich the curriculum including: Farmer Gows, Oxford 

Castle, The Ashmolean Museum, Oxford University Museum of Natural History, Cutteslowe 

Park, The Botanical Gardens, Pizza Express, Warwick Castle, London Zoo and the Science 

Museum …. to name but a few!  

• Sporting events: our children have the opportunity to participate in a vast range of sporting 

activities throughout their time with us.  Over the years our children have competed in 

competitive and non-competitive sporting events such as: cricket, athletics, cross country 

running, dance, football, tennis, hockey and gymnastics.  All children get to join in with our 

annual sports day events that are held in each phase of the school. 

• Holiday clubs run by outside agencies, offering activities such as: creative arts, gymnastics, 

performing arts, and a variety of sporting activities. 

Involvement in the school and social events: 

• All members of the local and school community are very welcome to attend (with or without 

babies/toddlers) our twice weekly coffee mornings with stay and play sessions for babies and 

preschool children.  

• Workshops for parents including: self-regulation for children, learning through play, early 

reading skills, phonics, early maths skills, philosophy for children and how to support your 

children with their learning. 

• Stay and learn: we invite all parents and carers into the school to come and see your child 

learning in class.  These sessions happen each term (three times across the year). 
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• ‘FOSNS’ Friends of St Nicholas’ School – as soon as your child joins St Nick’s you automatically 

become a member of our wonderfully supportive and active PTA group.  Do have a read of 

their separate information sheet, which explains who they are, the different events they 

support the school, the wonderful array of fundraising events they help to organise 

throughout the year, and all of the different ways you can get involved. 

• Special events and festivals are celebrated throughout the year. 

• International evening – an opportunity to learn about the different cultures and countries that 

make up our wonderfully diverse community, including food tasting, singing, dancing, poetry 

recitals and much, much more! 

• Ground force day – where all members of the school and local community can help to spruce 

up our extensive grounds and do some gardening! 

• STEM ‘Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics’ parent network group – an 

opportunity for parents and carers who work in these areas or have expertise that they can 

share with the children.   

• Volunteers – parents and carers are very welcome to volunteer in our school. 

Links with the wider community: 

• We work closely with ‘Mortimer Hall Preschool’, and can offer wrap around care to children 

who would like to attend both settings.  We plan activities together and the children and 

members of their team join us for our biweekly coffee mornings and other extracurricular 

activities throughout the year. 

• Marston Community Gardening.  We work closely with this community actions group ‘CAG’, 

where families can become involved in sustainable gardening as a fun, community activity.  

They use local green spaces to grow community food and enhance the local environment for 

the benefit of residents & wildlife.  We are very fortunate that we are able to enjoy one of 

these green spaces, as it is situated just opposite our school site at the bottom of Raymund 

Road. 

• Travel Action Group – helps to keep our local roads as safe as possible for the children, families 

and the local community. 

• Volunteers from other local school and colleges including: Magdalen College School, 

Headington School, St Clare’s College.  Students from sixth form upwards volunteer, and work 

alongside our children, supporting them to enhance their learning experiences in areas such 

as: reading, music, maths, writing and computing.  Our pupils not only get inspired by working 

with these role models, but also benefit greatly from these students’ passions and interests. 

• Oxford Hub volunteers: students from Oxford University work with us, supporting the pupils in 

class and running extra curricular clubs throughout the year. 

 

   We are look forward to working in partnership with you and your child/ren 

 

St. Nicholas’ Primary and Nursery School 
Raymund Road, Old Marston, OXFORD OX3 0PJ 

 

TEL: 01865 242838 
www.stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk 

admin.2352@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk 
 

http://www.stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk/
mailto:admin.2352@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk

