
 EYFS – 
Understanding the 
world 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Topics which 
need to be 
covered. 

N/A -Changes in living memory 
-Events beyond living memory e.g. Great fire of 
London.  
- An Important person in History  
- A study of Local history.  
 

- The changes the stone age and the iron age made to Britain    
- The Roman empire and its impact on Britain 
- The Anglo Saxons settlements.  
- The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle.  
- A local study of history 
- A study of British history beyond 1066- e.g. Queen Victoria, railways in Britain, Battle of Britian.  

Chronological 
Understanding 

1. Talk about past 
and present events 
in their own lives 
and in the lives of 
family  
Members 
 

1. Know where 
people and events 
they study fit into a 
chronological 
framework. 
 
2. Use common 
words and phrases 
relating to the 
passing of time.  

1. Know where people 
and events they study 
fit within a 
chronological 
framework 
 
2. Develop an 
awareness of the past, 
using common words 
and phrases relating to 
the passing of time.  

1. Develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history. 
 
2. Show awareness 
that the past can be 
divided into different 
historical periods. 
 
3. Develop 
awareness to 
historical terms. 
(Empire, civilisation) 
 

1. Develop a 
chronologically secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
British local and world 
history. 
 
2. Increasingly 
recognise that the past 
can be divided into 
different periods of 
time. 
 
3. Develop an 
appropriate use of 
historical terms. 
(Empire, civilisation) 
 

1. Continue to develop a 
chronologically secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of British, 
local and world history. 
 
2. Make appropriate use 
of dates and terms. 

1. Continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge 
and understanding of British, local 
and world history. 
 
2. Understand chronology, and 
sequence British, local and world 
history using appropriate dates 
and terms related to the passing 
of time.  

Historical 
Enquiry 

2. Ask and answer 
their own immediate 
environment  
and how 
environments might 
vary from one 
another 

3. Ask and answer 
questions about the 
past by making 
simple observations 
from stories and 
other sources. 
 
4. Begin to 
understand some of 

3. Ask and answer 
questions choosing 
and using parts of 
stories and other 
sources to show that 
they know and 
understand features of 
events. 
 

4. Begin to 
understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and 
therefore different 
versions of the past 
can exist.  

4. Understand how our 
knowledge of the past 
is constructed from a 
range of sources.  
 
5. Ask and find 
answers to questions 
about the past by using 
sources of information. 

3. Regularly address and 
sometimes devise 
historically valid 
questions about change, 
cause, similarity, 
difference and 
significance.  
 

3. Regularly address and 
sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about change, cause, 
similarity, difference and 
significance.  
 
4. Begin to construct informed 
responses that involve thoughtful 



the ways in which 
we find out about 
the past and the 
different ways in 
which it is 
represented. 
(artefacts, film, 
pictures, songs, 
stories, paintings) 

4. Understand some of 
the ways in which we 
find out about the past 
and identify different 
ways in which it is 
represented. 
(artefacts, film, 
pictures, songs, stories, 
paintings) 

 
5. Ask questions and 
suggest methods of 
finding answers by 
using historical 
sources. 

4. Begin to construct 
informed responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information.  
 
5. Begin to select and 
combine information 
about the past in order 
to find answers to 
historical questions and 
test hypothesis.  

selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information. 
 
5. Select and combine information 
about the past in order to support 
an historical enquiry, test 
hypothesis and evaluate success. 

Knowledge 
and 
Understanding 

3.  Know about 
similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and  
others, and among 
families, 
communities and 
traditions 
4. know about 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to places, 
objects, materials  
and living things. 
 

5. Develop an 
awareness of the 
past by identifying 
simple similarities 
and differences to 
modern day. 
 
6. Begin to discuss 
the causes of events 
or the reasons 
people did things. 
 
7. Taught about 
changes within living 
memory  
 
8. Taught about the 
lives of significant 
individuals of the 
past. 
 
 

5. Develop an 
awareness of the past 
by identifying 
similarities and 
differences to modern 
day.  
 
6. Begin to discuss the 
causes of events or 
reasons people did 
things and their 
results. 
 
7. Taught about events 
beyond living memory 
that are significant 
globally. 
 
8. Taught about 
significant historical 
events, people, places 
in own locality. 

6. Begin to develop 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
British, local and 
world history. 
 
7. Begin to give a few 
reasons for, and 
results of, the main 
events. 
 
8. Begin to think 
about similarities and 
differences between 
past civilisations and 
modern day.  
 
.  

6.. Develop a secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
British, local and world 
history establishing 
clear narratives within 
and across the periods 
they study.  
 
7. Give reasons for 
and/ or results of the 
main events and 
changes and discuss 
significance.  
 
8. Consider the 
similarities and 
differences between 
past civilisations and 
compare the past with 
life today. 
  

6. Develop secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of British, 
local and world history 
establishing clear 
narratives across the 
period they study. 
 
 
7. Consider the cause 
and consequences of 
different events. Begin 
to understand historical 
significance.  
 
8. Note connections, 
contracts and trends 
over time and develop 
the appropriate use of 
historical terms.  
 
 
 

6. Develop secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and 
world history establishing clear 
narratives across the period they 
study. 
 
7. Consider the cause and 
consequences of different events. 
Discuss which events could be 
historically significant. 
 
 
8. Note connections, contracts and 
trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical 
terms. 
 
9. Use their knowledge and 
understanding to describe the 
characteristics features of the past 
socialites and periods. 



 


