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GOVERNOR NEWS 

The current Governing Body comprises: 

Robert Fletcher (Chair) 

Shilpa Bhatt (Vice-Chair) 

John Batey (Co-opted Governor) 

Barry Crossman (Parent Governor) 

Skye Denno (Community Governor) 

Sana Dogar (Parent Governor) 

Emily Flashman (Parent Governor) 

William Garnett (Co-opted Governor) 

Hilary Greaves (Co-opted Governor) 

Aisling Hill (Staff Governor) 

Julie Carvell (Clerk to the Governors) 

This term we have welcomed both Sana and Barry 

to the Governing Body as new Parent Governors. 

Sana has an IT background and works as a 

Development Officer at the Oxford Centre for 

Islamic Studies. Barry has a business background 

and works in global drug development. Sadly we 

wish farewell to Lynn Banerji who has served on 

the Governor’s committee for 12 years! We would 

like to say a huge thank you to Lynn for all her hard 

work and dedication over her years as Governor for 

the School. We therefore now have a vacancy for 

one co-opted Governor which we will be seeking to 

fill in the near future. 

Sana has been ensuring the school website is kept 

up to date and details of all Governors and the 

committees they serve on can be found online.  

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

Minutes from all Committee meetings are available 

upon request. 

Learning Committee (Chair: Emily Flashman) 

Learning committee met early in the term to review 

the school’s attainment data from the end of the 

previous academic year across individual year 

groups, including fantastic Year 6 results. We then 

discussed targets for the coming year and priorities 

moving forward. This discussion centred on resource 

allocation and core aspects of the School 

Development Plan (reading, maths, practical science 

and wellbeing). We also ensure that Pupil Premium 

and Sports Premium funding is spent effectively and 

are continuously pleased to see how this money is 

used to maximise support for eligible pupils. We 

would encourage all those eligible for Pupil 

Premium funding to register (see the school website 

or Stephanie Best) as the additional support benefits 

both individual pupils and the wider school. 

Resources and Premises Committee (Chair: Billy 

Garnett) Resources & planning met a couple of 

times since September and have done three main 

things. Firstly, reviewing school policies and 

procedures. Secondly, reviewing expenditure against 

budget and finally reviewing issues around premises 

and health and safety. 

Actions have been approved to ensure safety and 

security of the school site, including updates to the 

fire alarm system, door entry system, dealing with 

dead and diseased trees and fencing for the site. 

Some things are already in train and others will be 

done over the coming months.

Community and Vision Committee (Chair: Aisling 

Hill)



Community and Vision have continued to support 

the wealth of diverse opportunities offered by the 

school outside of the curriculum. Breakfast Club is 

now firmly established in Daisy class and our After 

School Club continues to thrive in the hall under the 

capable leadership of Lucy Brown. Forest School for 

KS1 has taken place at Summerfields School with 

Carol Stone running this and our gardening club 

harvested some fine produce for the whole school 

Harvest Festival. We have heard how FOSNS 

continue to support the school and their fundraising 

efforts have ensured that the new wellbeing room 

has been opened and is in use. Successful events that 

have been run include the very popular International 

Evening and Book at Bedtime. We are continuing to 

look at ways to develop the school's role at the heart 

of the local community. 

As well as Committees, Governors have participated 

in the termly Curriculum Development Group 

meetings which provide an opportunity for a 

valuable in-depth understanding of the progress the 

school is making in all areas of the broad and 

balanced curriculum.

GOVERNOR VISITS  

Governors visit the school approximately once every 

half term, to observe first hand all the fabulous 

things we hear about in our meetings. Abridged 

versions of their reports follow below (more detailed 

reports are available on request): 

Hilary Greaves and Lynn Banerji visited the School 

in October. Hilary reported on their visit, which had 

a focus on RE and P4C: 

It was wonderful to see the children thinking 

independently through very open-ended questions, 

listening respectfully to reasons offered by others 

and considering carefully whether to change their 

own minds. One could easily imagine how it comes 

to be that, as the research apparently shows, taking 

time to develop “the P4C approach” brings rewards 

across the curriculum, in terms of both academic 

attainment and behaviour.

Pine class was recapping and reflecting on the 

material they had learned this term on the Hindu 

religion. Here too one could see the ‘P4C 

principles’ in action, as the children compared 

thoughts in pairs on whether and why “celebrating 

Diwali at home and in the community might bring a 

sense of belonging to a Hindu child” and “if I 

celebrated Diwali, what would I particularly enjoy 

about it?”. The children demonstrated impressive 

empathy in throwing themselves into these exercises, 

thinking about how to identify with religious cultures 

that (in all cases but one in this class) were not their 

own --- particularly heartening in the very 

multicultural context of St Nick’s. 

Around those two lessons we dropped in and out of 

various other classes: A year 1 phonics group was 

learning “-tion”, putting direct teaching on this 

together with their general phonics knowledge to 

attempt spelling such Long Words as “attention” 

and “celebration”. Fir class (year 2) were sorting 

words into alphabetical order; Cherry class (year 4) 

were writing their own newspaper articles on the 

Nutmeg Princess; Yew class (year 5) were working 

on “I can edit and improve my work”, revising short 

“setting descriptions” that they had written the day 

before in response to teacher feedback. Elm class 

(year 6) were engaged in a maths quiz covering a 

variety of arithmetical operations, fractions, squares 

and so forth, identifying which types of equations 

each child was having particular difficulty with in 

order to facilitate targetted teaching later in the day. 

The Bluebells children (preschool) were very age-

appropriately running around in their fantastic 

playground (I wish I was small enough to fit through 

that caterpillar!). 

One cannot take a “walking tour” of St Nick’s 

without being particularly impressed by the school’s 

inclusivity. While I enjoyed a cup of tea in the staff 

room, Nam was setting up her “play therapy” layout 

in the adjoining room; she explained to me how this 



setup is used to provide holistic psychological 

therapy for children who are processing traumatic 

events or experiencing behavioural difficulties. 

Around the school both in and out of classrooms, 

1:1 support TAs were working with individual 

children whose behavioural and/or learning issues 

made it difficult for them to participate unsupported 

in whole-class lessons, supporting the learning of 

that child while simultaneously ensuring that the 

class teacher was able to focus effectively on ‘the 

other 29’. Support teachers in the corridors of Key 

Stage 2 were working with small groups of 

newcomers who had arrived in the UK at the start of 

the term with only limited knowledge of English. The 

school is quite right to be proud of being a place 

where children with such diverse and sometimes 

highly challenging needs can all be catered for, at 

the same time as performing strongly all-round as a 

primary school for the mainstream. 

Robert Fletcher and Sana Dogar visited the school in 

early December and the focus of their visit was to 

observe how the behaviour policy is implemented 

throughout the school: 

We started off with greeting parents at the gates in 

the morning alongside the head teacher.Afterwards 

we observed 6 different classes in KS2, where we sat 

amongst the children, spoke to some of them and 

had a look through their workbooks. We also 

observed the classroom displays and the level of 

student engagement in each class. We then attended 

a values assembly led by the head teacher, which 

focused on creativity followed by some time in the 

KS1 playground. Our visit ended on a conversation 

with the 4 head buddies from year 6.# 

We noticed that the children have a very uniform 

routine on arrival. They complete their 

maths/English worksheets for the day while the 

teacher goes through the register. We saw how this 

helped them have a clear focus and a good level of 

attention at the start of their day. The teacher 

student interaction was encouraged in each class we 

observed. One of the year 3 groups and their level of 

class participation, use of vocabulary and their 

wonderful ideas during their guided reading session 

particularly impressed us. 

The teachers were using thumbs up/down and dojo 

points to reinforce positive behaviour and 

encourage class participation. In some year groups, 

the children who were less eager to participate were 

also involved which kept everyone alert. Mostly a TA 

was present to assist any struggling students.  

We also witnessed a P4C lesson in year 4. This was 

most enjoyable. We were able to see the children 

engage with thought-provoking material (a short 

video) and to put their interpretations upon it. 

Children were reminded to show respect while 

listening to each to others ideas. There was, in this 

class, as in others, a real attempt to explore material 

through the lens of the school’s values. Our 

conversation with the buddies, at the end of our visit, 

was very inspiring. They explained how they were 

selected and their duties to us. They had a higher 

level of maturity and responsibility. They expressed 

their love for the school and to our surprise said 

they wouldn’t change anything about it, even if they 

had magic powers to do so. One of them suggested 

maybe making the school more colourful. 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

As well as meetings, Governors have attended a 

number of School events this term to enjoy the range 

of curricular and extra-curricular activities taking 

place in the school. These include International 

Evening, Book at Bedtime, the Christmas Bazaar 

and we were also lucky enough to contribute our 

handprints to the fantastic new mural in the KS2 

playground! 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

Finally, Governors would like to wish everyone a 

happy, safe and relaxing Christmas holiday and look 

forward to seeing you in January 2020!  

Live, Love, Learn and be Happy


