
 
 

 
 
 

           
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

May 2020

Welcome to this unscheduled Governor’s newsletter. 

We thought it timely to write to you all to explain how 

we’ve been supporting the School’s ongoing 

adaptation to the current and ever-changing 

circumstances we find ourselves under, and to share 

our thoughts as we move forward into a phased return 

to school. 

HEALTH 

We’d like to start by sending our thoughts to those 

whose own health has been impacted by the COVID-

19 virus and those for whom family members have 

been affected. We offer our sincere condolences to 

anyone who may have lost family members, and wish 

anyone currently unwell a speedy recovery. We also 

hope that anyone whose health is indirectly affected 

by the lockdown can access the treatment and support 

that they need. 

LEARNING WHILE ON LOCKDOWN 

As you’ll be aware, staff have worked incredibly hard 

to make sure that all children have had access to 

regular schoolwork while on lockdown. This has been 

through Tapestry, Class Dojo, Google Classroom, 

printed packs of work as well as in-school teaching 

for those eligible children who have been attending 

school. We are hugely appreciative of the massive 

adjustments that everybody has made: teachers, 

children and carers have very quickly adapted to the 

new way of working and learning, and we are well 

aware that this is often being done under difficult 

circumstances. Governors’ meetings have also moved 

to online platforms! While online learning can in no 

way replace a classroom environment, teachers are 

working incredibly hard to provide work that is 

engaging and challenging as well as regular tailored 

feedback. We would like to publicly recognise and 

offer our huge thanks to the whole teaching staff for 

their ongoing efforts, and of course also to children 

and their carers for embracing their new way of 

learning.  

THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

We are extremely proud of how our school 

community has pulled together during the lockdown, 

including keeping in touch with and offering 

provisions to vulnerable and struggling families. 

Huge thanks to St. Nick’s staff for coordinating these 

efforts and to all of you who have contributed to the 

collections. It is wonderful to be part of such a 

generous community. 

We’re also delighted that the School is working hard 

to ensure that everyone can keep in touch and engage 

with the School Community in a range of ways. 

Assemblies are being held online via Facebook, and 

we are investing in improved audio-visual equipment 

to enhance the quality of these live recordings. The 

school’s social media presence has also been very 

active in other ways and we would encourage you all 

to access these platforms if you are able: 

Twitter: @StNicksOxford1 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/stnicholas.primary.5 

As ever, these and other resources can be accessed via 

the School website. Teachers are also working hard to 

maintain class interaction via the online learning 

platforms.  

https://www.facebook.com/stnicholas.primary.5
http://www.stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk/


We are very conscious that the effect of the lockdown 

on children’s wellbeing is likely to be profound in a 

number of different ways. As the School community 

is a fundamental part of their day-to-day life we are 

very proud that every effort is being made to maintain 

these important connections.  

PHASED RETURN TO SCHOOL 

The big question is of course when and how children 

can return to school. The Government has stated that 

children in certain year groups can (likely) return to 

School from 1st June. The St. Nick’s Leadership 

Team have been liaising with Oxfordshire County 

Council, other local schools and Governors to devise 

a robust plan for the phased return of children in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. This plan was 

communicated via ParentMail this week and the 

practical details of life in school will adhere to a strict 

risk assessment. This risk assessment is in the final 

processes of being reviewed by the School’s 

leadership team and Governors to ensure it is robust 

and nothing is forgotten. We would like to assure our 

school community that the plans drawn up under the 

current scenario are designed to reduce risk of 

transmission as much as is possible.   

In the longer term, new systems and risk assessments 

will be needed as and when increasing numbers of 

children are able/willing to return to school. To a 

large degree this will depend on how well the virus is 

contained at a national level, over which we have no 

control. Please rest assured that staff are already 

considering how best to support children on their 

return, both from a learning perspective but also, 

importantly, from a wellbeing perspective. 

HUGE THANKS 

We’d like to reiterate our huge thanks to everyone for 

working so hard and adapting so rapidly to the 

circumstances that surround us. Please look after your 

physical and mental health. We hope that you can 

enjoy the weather and spend some time relaxing over 

the half term. If you have any concerns we are 

available and can be contacted via the School Office. 

Live, Love, Learn and be Happy  

 

  


