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I was so proud when our school community chose creativity as a value. It has been brilliant seeing 
everyone embracing this. There are some brilliant examples of this below. If you would like to see 
creativity in action, then please come to our winter craft afternoon next Monday 4th where you will 
see children being creative following the Design and Technology curriculum.  

Please do be extra creative with the Christmas cups this year that will be sold at the FOSNs Christmas 
bazaar next Friday 6th. Let’s see if we can raise even more money that last year.   

Thank you to everyone who came to the grand opening of our Values mural – did you see we made 
The Times newspaper. Thank you too to everyone who came to Book at Bedtime. It was lovely to see 
so many of you there.  

 

Please see the calendar on the website for Key Dates for the rest of the Year. 

Creativity at St. Nick’s: 

Bluebells have enjoyed learning and retelling our core story 'Whatever Next!' by Jill Murphy. We 
have explored the themes of light and dark, space travel, and the moon. 
 

  
 
Beanstalks have been enjoying exploring 3 Billy Goats Gruff!! We have made wanted posters!! The 
children drew their troll and wrote a description of it underneath. Some fantastic creations! 
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During the month of November, 

Sunflowers have learnt about 

Remembrance Day. They enjoyed 

creating poppies to hold during a two 

minute silence in class. They also had a 

good go at using their Phonic knowledge 

to sound out and write words to describe poppies.  

 
In Science Beech have been learning about Autumn. 
 
Here we are in the Sensory Garden looking for clues that we’re in the 

Autumn season. 

 

 
 
 
 

Over the last couple of weeks Palm Class has started to learn about 

Coding by giving the Beebots a set of instructions (an algorithm) to 

create an outcome. The children showed creativity in their ideas as 

well as strategy to ensure they got the outcomes they 

wanted. We tried to debug our instructions 

(algorithm) when they didn’t work.  

 

   

   
In Oak class we started learning all about materials and their properties. We had a go at making an 
action for each property to help us remember what they mean.  
 

 
 

What a busy few weeks in Fir Class. We had a visit from the fire service before half 

term and then a Great Fire of London workshop to allow the children to learn the 

story through drama. We have written some excellent narratives of The Great Fire of 

London, as well as creating some winter poetry. We are all looking forward to the 

Christmas run in and all the exciting things. 
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Pine have been enjoying creative ways of multiplying, using concrete, 

pictorial and abstract representations. We used our known facts to help use 

solve more complex calculations and thought about how we might apply this 

in real life situations. 

 

 

Ash had an amazing time learning about using Scratch. We started by role 

playing using a large square. We went on to use the pen app and motion 

blocks to draw a range of 2D shapes. We cannot wait to move on to our 

festive Scratch in a few weeks.  

 

 
 

This term the CIRB have started talking about our feelings and facial expressions. Can you guess how 

we are feeling by these faces?! 

 

 

Cherry Class have been hard at work so far this term!  

Showing fantastic imagination, the children have created original stories 
using the familiar setting of 'The Nutmeg Princess'. They have found the 
perimeter of all kinds of right angled shapes, and, using coordinate grids, 
they are writing the code to program "bee-bots" to draw those shapes! 
They have taken on plank challenges and times tables challenges and 
come out smiling - here is a snap from their trip to the Harcourt Arboretum. 
 

Lime Class have been working hard this term and have been learning all about conservation and the 

environment as part of our Science topic. This included a trip to Harcourt Arboretum where we learnt 

all about habitat and 

how to look after our 

trees and environment. 

We've also got creative 

with our homework, 
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building Caribbean homes out of lego and cardboard. Some even build new islands! 

Yew went on a trip to Pitt Rivers Museum, when we were there we had the opportunity to find out 
more about the  Stone age, Bronze age and Iron age. We were able to handle the artefacts and 
discover how things changed over the Stone age period. We had a fantastic time in the museum and 
we learned a lot. 
 
Olive class having been using clay to design stone age 
necklaces.  Sabre tooth tiger teeth were popular!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Maple and Elm Classes spent an afternoon working on a Scratch project that Miss Duff has set the 
Year 6's.  They really 
enjoyed using their 
knowledge of 
Scratch to improve 
the Christmas tree 
drawn for them. 
 
 
********************************************************************************** 
 
In other news: 
 
The Eco Council have had a very positive start to the year and are involved in two very important 
campaigns.  
The first is Switch off Fortnight. The children will be making sure that the school is saving as much 
energy as possible by switching off lights and making sure taps are switched off.  They are also 
checking the recycling in each class to ensure we are recycling as much waste as possible.  
The second campaign is run by Walkers and terracycle.  At the moment crisp packets cannot be 
recycled and end up in landfill so Walkers have started a campaign where crisp packets can be 
collected and sent back to them to be recycled.  Each class has a collection point for the crisp packets 
(any brand).  Please get involved by bringing in your empty and unfolded crisp packets and give them 
to the class Eco Councillor.  
 
Sporting news: 

Parability  
 

On the 22nd October, 5 of the CIRB children went to the Leys Pool and Leisure centre for Parability. 
We had the opportunity to take part in 4 activities throughout the day. Firstly, we had a rugby activity 
where we learnt to kick a ball and played lots of games. Secondly we practiced our throwing and 
loved using the frisbees to get into the goals. Next we learnt skills in cricket such as fielding the ball 
and batting the ball. Finally we did some team building games and had to work together to knock to 
opponent’s cones down. We had a great day and the adults we proud of how we represented the 
school. 
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Girls Open 7-a-side Football – Away vs. Tetsworth  

On Thursday 14th November we played Tetsworth as part of the Open 7-a-side football tournament. 
We drove to the event in the minibus with Mr Cosford and Mr Briggs. There were 9 of us in the team. 
When we arrived we walked to the pitch, dumped our stuff and changed into our football boots. Mr 
Cosford lead a mini warm up and Mr Briggs sorted out our positions. We played 3-3-1 so we could 
defend well if needed and make effective breaks when the chances arrived. 
  
The match started and it was very close on both sides, but we made the most of our time on the ball 
and had some very good early breaks where we nearly scored several times. Each half was 20 
minutes and when half time arrived we were ready for a quick snack and drink before we were off 
again. Mr Briggs made a few changes to the team and gave us some good advice on how to move the 
ball wide, so we could exploit their weaker defence. We managed to make a good break from a goal 
kick and managed to get the ball down the middle and though all of their defence and….GOAL!! We 
were one up with five minutes to go! 
  
It was a frantic last five minutes and Tetsworth threw everything at us, but we hung on and our 
defence held fast. The final whistle went and the match was ours. We all shook hands and 
congratulated Tetsworth for how they played. They deserved a draw, but we deserved the win, which 
we got. 
  
Our next match is on the 3rd December at home against another challenging side, East Oxford.     
 
Children in Need: 
 
Thank you for your contributions – you raised £140.20. 
 
 
 

 

 


