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Dear Parents, Carers, Governors and Friends  

We hope you had a good summer break and managed to enjoy some sunshine, rest and relaxation! My 

colleagues and I were very pleased to welcome the children back to school last week. There were lots of 

smiling faces and we were impressed with how smart they looked in their uniforms and with the way in 

which they quickly settled back into routines - I have been shown lots of shiny new shoes and snazzy 

lunchboxes! Returning after the summer holiday always takes time to re-adjust – for children and adults!  

It is lovely to see how punctually the children are arriving enabling a positive and productive start to the 

school day. We are hoping that this continues and we see children ready to come into school when the 

doors are opened at 8.45am. A reminder that the school day starts promptly at this time and your 

support with promptly settling children and then leaving the classrooms really enables teachers to get 

down to the day’s work.  

I am so pleased to be back. I want to say a heartfelt thank you for the many messages of thanks and for 

the very warm welcome that I received upon returning. I love my job and feel exceptionally proud to 

lead such an amazing school, and very privileged to be in a position where I can make a positive 

difference to the lives of the many children in our care. I look forward to an exciting year ahead and 

embracing all that it brings.  

Welcome to all the children who have started in EYFS – we hope they enjoyed their first few days at 

‘Big School’ and they are looking forward to the year ahead! Welcome also to all of our new pupils who 

join us across the school. We welcome all our new starters to the St Nicholas’ family and we do hope 

that they will enjoy their time with us.  

 We wanted to say a big thank you to staff, families and friends who helped 

us to raise monies for the CIRB garden project including a very generous 

donation from The Thomas Dawson Trust. Also thank you to those who gave 

up their time to help put up the fence, shed etc. and came to the grand 

opening of the new swings – the CIRB children are loving using this new 

space already and we hope to continue to develop this as the year goes on!  

Thank you also to the FAcs team and to all of you our families for your very 

kind donations of time, help and monies for various projects across the 

school such as the reading bus. These are challenging financial times for 

schools and we wanted you to know that the things that you do make a 

difference to our lovely children. 

A further thank you to Gary and John our Caretakers, and to our fabulous cleaning team : Tracey, 

Alison, Graham and Julie. They have done an exceptional job over the summer undertaking a range of 

jobs including a deep clean, floor polishing and a whole host of repairs. I hope you agree that the school 

looks and smells (!) amazing.  
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We look forward to working with our wider school community to further our international journey – more 

details to follow.  Over the coming year we have a rolling program of guest speakers for our assemblies 

from across the world and representing different religions. 

My colleagues and I look forward to a purposeful and exciting term ahead.  

Best wishes  

Paula Phillips and the Team at St Nicks’   

 

 

St Nicholas’ Primary School STEM Parent Network 

We are very lucky to already have a Science Parent 

Network at St Nicholas’ but this year we are looking to 

make this even bigger and even better! In partnership with 

Maths and Computing we would like to bring together these 

subjects with Science and create an all new STEM Parent Network for 

this academic year.  Are you a Scientist, Mathematician or Engineer willing to be involved with school 

events?  If you are interested in supporting STEM learning at St Nicholas’, in whatever capacity, and 

would like to join the parent network and find out more, please email science co-ordinator Sarah Whittle 

using the following email address sarah.whittle@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk. 

Please also keep your eyes peeled on the Science notice board for updates and a first network meeting 

date.  This can be found in the Year 3/4 corridor.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

Parking 

Thank you so much to those of you who have been to talk to us about your concerns about parking. With 

such a busy school, this will always be a challenge but we really must be respectful of our friends and 

neighbours. To that end can we respectfully ask that you never block driveways on Raymond Road or 

Arlington Drive, even for a few minutes. This causes real distress to our neighbours who live there. 

Please note too that no-one should be parking at Meadowbrook without special permission. 

Introducing .... the St. Nick's Travel Action Group (StNTAG) 

We all share the same concern for our children's safety during the crowded drop-off and pick-up times 

at St Nicks.  All of us are relying on each other to act safely and with consideration to each other and 

the local residents; whether in a car, on a bike or on foot.  

The Travel Action Group has been set up by parents and teachers with the goal of improving travel to 

and from school with regard to our children's safety, respect for our local community and the 

environment. The date for our first TAG meeting is coming soon - please keep an eye out for it. We hope 

you will come along. In the meantime, please email any comments or concerns 

to tag@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk .  

 

Music Lessons 

If you are interested in music lessons through the music service please register your interest at 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/musicinterest  or email music.service@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

The Cello teacher does have some spaces available 

 

 

 

mailto:sarah.whittle@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk
mailto:tag@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/musicinterest
mailto:music.service@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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School Meals 

A reminder that schools meals now cost £2.10 a day, £10.50 a week. If you have been sending £2.00 

since we returned to school last week please send some extra money to cover the extra 10p!! 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

Values Weeks  

Throughout the year we will be holding a series of 'Values Weeks' where we will be exploring our school 

values through the curriculum. Our first week is based on the value of 'Trust' and has an international 

flavour to it. 

Trust /International Week 1st - 4th October 

Each year group will be learning a dance from a different part of the world,  

EYFS - Morris Dancing 

Year 1 - Spain 

Year 2 - America 

Year 3 - Ireland 

Year 4 - New Zealand 

Year 5 - Greece 

Year 6 - India 

Throughout the week we will be welcoming visitors in to share aspects of their country and culture - if 

you would like to take part then please speak to your child's teacher or contact me 

at aisling.hill@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk 

Monday 1st October - International Day - children may come to school dressed in their national 

costume. 

Thursday 4th October International Evening - details to follow. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Diwali Assembly 5th November 

One of our parents has offered to come in and do an assembly about Diwali to the school on the 5th 

November. If you would like to help with this or feel you have something to offer then 

email aisling.hill@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk 

 

Lost Property 

Should your child lose an item of clothing, can you please check the lost property as soon as possible. We 

currently have a storage problem which means we are going to have to remove lost property from the 

school premises more frequently to ensure we have enough storage space. We will also increase the 

number of times we put lost property outside in the playground for you. Do please ask at the office 

should you have any queries regarding the above. 

mailto:aisling.hill@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk
mailto:aisling.hill@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk
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Clubs 

Club letters will be going out on Monday 24th September.  As you know they are always very popular and 

places are allocated on a first come first served basis.  Please return your reply slips by Wednesday 

26th September at the latest.  Please make sure that all of the details are filled out clearly on the reply 

slips, and that if possible the correct money is included in the envelope.  Envelopes containing slips and 

money should be posted into the boxes labelled 'KS1 Clubs' (which will be located in the entrance to 

KS1) and 'KS2 Clubs' (which will be located at the back of the main hall).   

 

Don’t forget our Coffee mornings  

We would love to see you at our wonderful coffee mornings here at St Nick's. They take place straight 

after drop off time on Wednesday and Friday mornings in Daisy Class and all of our families are most 

welcome so please do pop along. 

We run lovely stay and play sessions for the under-fives with 

singing and story time.  

 If you do not have an under five please come along for a coffee, 

cake and chat with other parents and carers at the school. 

Adult cooking is the first Friday each month and the children cook 

on the last Friday of each month. 

 

We also have a clothes swap that is available each week with nearly new uniform!  
We look forward to seeing you very soon. 

 

Steph Best 

 

EYFS & a HUGE thank you to our SGN volunteers! 

We have been so impressed with how quickly the children have settled into our Reception classes 

(Beanstalks and Sunflowers), and it has been lovely to welcome our new Nursery children and families 

into Bluebells during their ice breaker sessions this week.  Everyone has been enjoying our newly 

spruced up garden and newly replenished sandpit.  A huge thank you goes to Laura Mazey and our SGN 

volunteers  

 

 

(from left to right: Darren Needham, Jillian Anderson, Colin Ackling, Margaret Doak and Billy 

Skellington.) 

 

They helped in the holidays to tidy up our rather over grown trees and shrubs in the garden and move 

the 5 tonnes of sand that had been delivered!  The EYFS team and children are all extremely grateful 

for their time and hard work. 
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Please be aware that sometimes dates need to be changed for a whole host of reasons often 

beyond our control, so do please check newsletters regularly for any amendments.  

 

FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

17th September Year 6 to Isle of Wight for 5 days 

24th September           Year 3 Anglo Saxon Workshop 

24th September Year 5 Hill End Stone Age Day 

25th September Swimming for Maple, Elm and Olive Classes 

28th September Swimming for Yew Class 

28th September Year 6 Kingswood Assembly 2:40pm 

2nd October   Year 2 Local Walk 

4th October  International Evening 

5th October  Olive Assembly 2:40pm 

8th October  Stay and Learn – Read Write Inc 

16th October  Parents’ Evenings 3:30 to 5:30 

17th October  Year 4 Harcourt Arboretum 

18th October  Parents’ evenings 3:30 to 6:00 

21st October   Last Day of term 3:30pm finish 

30th October                Year 2 Great fire of London Workshop 

30th October   Flu Vaccinations for Year R to Year 5 

31st October                Individual and family photos 

 

22nd – 28th October Half term 

31st October  INSET DAY 

21st December  End of term 1:30pm finish 

7th January   INSET DAY 

8th January start of term 2 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 

Key Stage 2 SATs week beginning 13th May 

Key Stage 1 SATs week beginning 20th May 

Year 1 Phonic Screening week beginning 10th June 

 

These are important statutory assessments and holidays MUST NOT be booked during those 

weeks. 

Thank you. 

 

 
   


