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GOVERNOR NEWS

The current Governing Body comprises:

Shilpa Bhatt (Chair)

Robert Fletcher (Vice-Chair, Parent Governor)

Lynn Banerji (Co-opted Governor)

John Batey (Co-opted Governor)

Skye Denno (Local Authority Governor)

Emily Flashman (Parent Governor)

William Garnett (Co-opted Governor)

Aisling Hill (Staff Governor)

Carol Kelsey (Co-opted Governor)

Karen Williams (Parent Governor)

The Clerk to the Governors is Julie Carvell

We have recently welcomed John Batey to the

Governing Body. John brings

experience in education to the Governing Body

having been a Head at Primary and Middle Schools

in Oxford and, since retirement, a Governor at two

other local schools. John lives in Marston and has

served for many years on Old Marston Paris

Council. Jen La Vertue stepped down as

Governor in September and we thank her for all her

hard work and contributions. Her replacement on

the Governing Board will be Aisling Hill

look forward to working with her. Governors will

soon be updating their profiles on the school

website and in the school entrance, so watch this

space.

We meet termly as a Full Governing Body, as well

as in committees covering different aspects of school

governance. We also share responsibilities for

different tasks as well as having dedicated
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link governors who meet with staff within

Curriculum Development Groups.

TRANSITIONAL SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

ARRANGEMENTS

Thank you all for your patience and understanding

with respect to the transitioning leadership of the

School this term. Early in the New Year we will start

the process of recruiting for a new Headteacher for

St. Nick’s. In the meantime rest assured that the

School is under the excellent leadership of Mrs

Holland as Acting Head and we would like to thank

her for taking on this role at short notice. Equally we

would like to thank Aisling Hill and Sarah Dorling

for taking on extra responsibilities associated with

the Deputy Head position. We hope to have the

recruitment process completed by the start of the

Summer term but we will keep you updated on

progress.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Minutes from all Committee

are available upon request.

Learning Committee (Chair: Carol Kelsey

discussed how some of Ofsted’s recommendations

will be implemented (learning at greater depth)

methods for data monitoring that Governors can use

to track overall student progress and

effectiveness. We have also been ensuring that

Governors have the right mechanisms in place to

monitor progress with respect to the new School

Development Plan, which can be found on the

website.
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Resources and Premises Committee (Co-Chairs:

Robert Fletcher and Karen Williams) have

monitored the overall school finances, which are

currently within budget although close monitoring

and careful management is required over the next

couple of years to ensure this remains the case. We

also ensure appropriate spending of Pupil Premium

and Sports Premium funding; details of spending

and impact of this for 2017-18 can be found on the

website. Plans for 2018-2019 spending will follow

in due course. The committee also oversees the

maintenance of the school’s buildings and

infrastructure - Year 5 and 6 classrooms enjoyed

much-needed paintwork over the summer. The new

caterers are settling in. Hopefully many of you got to

sample some of the menu at Parents’ Evening earlier

this term.

Community and Vision Committee (Chair: Lynn

Banerji) have been monitoring the changing

management of the After School Club (Governors

thank both Diane Newsham and Dale Phelps for

their dedication over the years). Governors are

pleased that there is an increasing range of after

school clubs that children can participate in (thanks

to staff and parent volunteers who run these). We

also hear updates from FOSNS, parent and

community engagement events, gardening club and

eco council. We are also updating the school

prospectus. We were delighted to hear that Book at

Bedtime had record attendance of parents. We were

proud of the generosity of the St. Nick’s community

at the Harvest celebration, donations went to

Asylum Welcome who wrote a letter of thanks to the

school:

‘Thank you so much to all the children, staff

and parents at St. Nicholas’ Primary School for your

very generous donation of food and toiletries from

your Harvest celebration to Asylum Welcome…

Every item you gave will be gratefully received by

an asylum seeker or refugee within our community;

it is heartening for our clients to know the

community is supporting and welcoming them to

Oxford in this way. Please accept our heartfelt

thanks for your generosity’. Judy Rous, Volunteer

Food Bank Coordinator.

SWAN SCHOOL

As you’ll no doubt be aware from the local press, the

Swan School has now been granted planning

permission to be built on the site of the Harlow

Centre adjacent to St. Nick’s. Governors have been

closely monitoring the development plans to try and

reduce as much as possible the short and long-term

disruption to the children and the School

environment. We continue to work closely with

officials and local representatives from the City and

County Councils and site developers to make sure

the needs of our school community are met.

GOVERNOR VISITS

Governors visit the school approximately once every

half term, to observe first hand all the fabulous

things we hear about in our meetings. Reports from

this term’s visits follow:

Robert Fletcher and Billy Garnett made one of the

regular Governor visits to the school in mid-

October:

We visited a number of classes from Year 1 up to

Year 4 where we were able to observe P4C work, the

music practice with brass instruments, phonics work

and language teaching amongst other activities.

What struck us is how much is going on at any one

time and how effective the teaching staff are at

managing the diverse range of abilities that exist so

that all students were supported. It can be hard to

maintain focus on subject matters at hand but the

staff demonstrated how it can be done really well.

We were able to sample lunch with some of the Year

6 buddies who then showed us around their school.

The buddies were really impressive – all clearly able

to articulate their thoughts about a range of topics

and they had a great understanding of the next steps

in their education moving up to secondary school.



We also got to see the buddies in action in the

playground where it was clear they took their

responsibility very seriously and they were very

effective in supporting the younger pupils.

We looked at the fabric of the buildings and the play

equipment to help inform our discussions on

priorities in this area.

Carol Kelsey and Emily Flashman visited during the

Winter Crafternoon:

What a wonderfully festive ‘Crafternoon’! We were

lucky enough to coincide our Governor of the Month

visit with the winter craft afternoon and so tried to

see as many of the festive crafting across the school

as we could. It was lovely to see everyone enjoying

such wonderful creativity.

Starting in EYFS, we were enchanted by decorating

pine cones with glitter, colouring in of festive

scenes, finger pattern festive lights and bauble

making amongst other crafty activities; we helped to

make a cotton wool snowman and tried our hand at

making snowflakes! After being made several cups

of tea, coffee and juice in the home corner, we

headed to KS1 where cotton wool bobble hats were

being enthusiastically made, along with snowflakes,

winter tree snow scenes and intricately designed

colouring in pictures of snowmen! The children in

Oak Class were keen to show their skills in

Christmas card making, carefully making colourful

trees out of strips of paper; pine cones were being

decorated in a proliferation of glitter and paper

plate cows were being carefully crafted for the hoop

decorations in the hall – make sure you go and have

a look in the hall next week!! Fir Class was very

festive making snowflakes, paper chains and

beautiful Christmas cards.

In Year 3/4 children were busy making lanterns,

very artistic snowflakes, angels and Father

Christmasses with movable arms, penguin cards,

decorating some very yummy biscuits and animation

on chrome books.

We were impressed by Year 5’s flower pot designs

and Year 6 had made some intricately designed

paper tree decorations.

It was great to see parents at this event getting

crafty, we have some very talented parents!!

Thank you to all the staff who put a lot of hard work

into a very enjoyable afternoon for children and

adults alike!!

SCHOOL PRIORITIES

Governors worked with the current Senior

Leadership Team to help identify the priorities for

the school year 2018-2019, which shaped the School

Development Plan. This can be found on the School

website

(http://www.stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk/perch/r

esources/documents/sdp-priorities-2018-19.pdf) and

comprises 6 priorities:

1. To promote and embed P4C and Values-based

learning throughout the school.

2. To ensure that the school is at full capacity.

3. To ensure that there is continuity and progression

in the assessment data that is being used

throughout the school.

4. To continue to increase standards in writing

across the school.

5. To ensure the provision offered in our EYFS

meets the needs of all individual pupils and

prepares them for the next stage of their

education and for life.

6. To ensure that our pupils within the CIRB are

equipped with the life skills that will promote

their independence.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

Finally, Governors would like to wish everyone a

happy, safe and relaxing Christmas holiday and look

forward to seeing you in January 2019!

Live, Love, Learn and be Happy


